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Legacy from the Portfolio
Literature

Legacy from the PortfolioLegacy from the Portfolio
LiteratureLiterature

nn Much to learn from the literature onMuch to learn from the literature on
paper-based portfoliospaper-based portfolios

nn As adult learners, we have much toAs adult learners, we have much to
learn from how children approachlearn from how children approach
portfoliosportfolios

““Everything I know about portfolios wasEverything I know about portfolios was
confirmed working with a kindergartenerconfirmed working with a kindergartener””

Contextual DefinitionContextual DefinitionContextual Definition

n Bird (1990): "portfolios" communicate
meaning only in the specific context in
which they are used

n To be meaningful, the portfolio
concept needs to be clearly defined as
it will be used in education and
training

Financial or Educational Portfolio?Financial or Educational Portfolio?Financial or Educational Portfolio?

nnAA financialfinancial portfolioportfolio documents documents
the accumulation of the accumulation of fiscal capitalfiscal capital
oror monetarymonetary assets assets

nnAnAn educationaleducational portfolioportfolio
documents the development ofdocuments the development of
human capitalhuman capital or  or intellectualintellectual assets assets
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what children can teach us aboutwhat children can teach us about
learning and assessmentlearning and assessment
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From the Preface (1)From the Preface (1)From the Preface (1)

““Portfolios have been with us for a very longPortfolios have been with us for a very long
time. Those of us who grew up in the 1950s ortime. Those of us who grew up in the 1950s or
earlier recognize portfolios as reincarnations of theearlier recognize portfolios as reincarnations of the
large memory boxes or drawers where our parentslarge memory boxes or drawers where our parents
collected starred spelling tests, lacy valentines,collected starred spelling tests, lacy valentines,
science fair posters, early attempts at poetry, and (ofscience fair posters, early attempts at poetry, and (of
course) the obligatory set of plaster hands. Eachcourse) the obligatory set of plaster hands. Each
item was selected by our parents because ititem was selected by our parents because it
represented our acquisition of a new skill or ourrepresented our acquisition of a new skill or our
feelings of accomplishment. Perhapsfeelings of accomplishment. Perhaps an entry wasan entry was
accompanied by a special notation of praise from aaccompanied by a special notation of praise from a
teacher or maybe it was placed in the box justteacher or maybe it was placed in the box just
because we did it.because we did it.””

Hebert, Elizabeth (2001) The Power of Portfolios. Jossey-Bass, p.ix

From the Preface (2)From the Preface (2)From the Preface (2)

““We formed part of our identity from theWe formed part of our identity from the
contents of these memory boxes. Wecontents of these memory boxes. We
recognized each piece and its association withrecognized each piece and its association with
a particular time or experience. We shareda particular time or experience. We shared
these collections with grandparents tothese collections with grandparents to
reinforce feelings of pride and we reexaminedreinforce feelings of pride and we reexamined
them on rainy days when friends werethem on rainy days when friends were
unavailable for play. Reflecting on theunavailable for play. Reflecting on the
collection allowed us to attribute importancecollection allowed us to attribute importance
to these artifacts, and by extension toto these artifacts, and by extension to
ourselves, as they gave witness to the story ofourselves, as they gave witness to the story of
our early school experiences.our early school experiences.””

Hebert, Elizabeth (2001) The Power of Portfolios. Jossey-Bass, p.ix

From the Preface (3)From the Preface (3)From the Preface (3)

““Our parents couldnOur parents couldn’’t possibly envisiont possibly envision
that these memory boxes would be thethat these memory boxes would be the
inspiration for an innovative way ofinspiration for an innovative way of
thinking about childrenthinking about children’’s learning. Theses learning. These
collections, lovingly stored away on ourcollections, lovingly stored away on our
behalf, are the genuine exemplar forbehalf, are the genuine exemplar for
documenting childrendocumenting children’’s learning over time.s learning over time.
But now these memory boxes have aBut now these memory boxes have a
different meaning. Itdifferent meaning. It’’s not purely privates not purely private
or personal, although the personal is whator personal, although the personal is what
gives power to what they can mean.gives power to what they can mean.””

Hebert, Elizabeth (2001) The Power of Portfolios. Jossey-Bass, p.ix-x

Let’s get personal…
Think for a minute about:

LetLet’’s get personals get personal……
Think for a minute about:Think for a minute about:

Something about yourSomething about your COLLECTIONSCOLLECTIONS::
Suggested topics:Suggested topics:

nn If you are a parent, what you saved forIf you are a parent, what you saved for
your childrenyour children

nn What your parents saved for youWhat your parents saved for you
nn What you collectWhat you collect……
nn Why you collectWhy you collect……

Some issues to considerSome issues to considerSome issues to consider

nn What do your collections say aboutWhat do your collections say about
what you value?what you value?

nn Is there a difference between whatIs there a difference between what
you purposefully save and what youyou purposefully save and what you
cancan’’t throw away?t throw away?

nn How can we use our collectionHow can we use our collection
experiences to help learners as theyexperiences to help learners as they
develop their portfolios?develop their portfolios?
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What is a Portfolio in
Education?

What is a Portfolio inWhat is a Portfolio in
Education?Education?

A portfolio is a purposefulA portfolio is a purposeful
collection of student work thatcollection of student work that
exhibits the student's efforts,exhibits the student's efforts,
progress and achievements inprogress and achievements in
one or more areas one or more areas [over time].[over time].

(Northwest Evaluation Association, 1990)(Northwest Evaluation Association, 1990)

What is a Portfolio in Education?
(2)

What is a Portfolio in Education?What is a Portfolio in Education?
(2)(2)

The collection must include:The collection must include:
nnstudent participation in selectingstudent participation in selecting

contentscontents
nn the criteria for selectionthe criteria for selection
nn the criteria for judging meritthe criteria for judging merit
nnevidence of student self-reflectionevidence of student self-reflection

(Northwest Evaluation Association, 1990)(Northwest Evaluation Association, 1990)

Dr. Mary Diez’ Metaphors
(Alverno College)

Dr. Mary Dr. Mary DiezDiez’’ MetaphorsMetaphors
((AlvernoAlverno College)College)

The portfolio asThe portfolio as

MirrorMirror
Captures the reflective nature of the portfolioCaptures the reflective nature of the portfolio
Allows students toAllows students to ““seesee”” themselves over timethemselves over time

Diez, Mary (1994) “The Portfolio: Sonnet, Mirror and Map” in Burke, Kay, ed. (1996) Professional Portfolios . Skylight Training & Publishing

Dr. Mary Diez’ Metaphors
(Alverno College)

Dr. Mary Dr. Mary DiezDiez’’ MetaphorsMetaphors
((AlvernoAlverno College)College)

The portfolio asThe portfolio as

MapMap
Creating a plan andCreating a plan and setting goalssetting goals

Diez, Mary (1994) “The Portfolio: Sonnet, Mirror and Map” in Burke, Kay, ed. (1996) Professional Portfolios . Skylight Training & Publishing

Dr. Mary Diez’ Metaphors
(Alverno College)

Dr. Mary Dr. Mary DiezDiez’’ MetaphorsMetaphors
((AlvernoAlverno College)College)

The portfolio asThe portfolio as

SonnetSonnet
Provides a frameworkProvides a framework……the contents canthe contents can

showcase creativity and diversityshowcase creativity and diversity
Structure supports process but does notStructure supports process but does not

guarantee resultsguarantee results
Diez, Mary (1994) “The Portfolio: Sonnet, Mirror and Map” in Burke, Kay, ed. (1996) Professional Portfolios . Skylight Training & Publishing

Portfolio ProcessesPortfolio ProcessesPortfolio Processes

TraditionalTraditional
nnCollectingCollecting
nnSelectingSelecting
nnReflectingReflecting
nnProjectingProjecting
nnCelebratingCelebrating

+ Technology+ Technology
nnArchivingArchiving
nnLinking/ThinkingLinking/Thinking

nnStorytellingStorytelling
nnPlanningPlanning
nnPublishingPublishing
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AAHE bookAAHE bookAAHE book

AAmericanmerican
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forfor

HHigherigher

EEducationducation

(2001)(2001)

Three types of PortfoliosThree types of PortfoliosThree types of Portfolios

nnStudentStudent

nnFacultyFaculty

nnInstitutionalInstitutional

Electronic Portfolios as
Knowledge Builders

Electronic Portfolios asElectronic Portfolios as
Knowledge BuildersKnowledge Builders

nn Characteristics that make them powerfulCharacteristics that make them powerful
tools for learning and assessment.tools for learning and assessment.
Portfolios can:Portfolios can:
1.1. Feature multiple examples of workFeature multiple examples of work
2.2. Be context richBe context rich
3.3. Offer opportunities for selection and self-Offer opportunities for selection and self-

assessmentassessment
4.4. Offer a look at development over timeOffer a look at development over time

((HampHamp-Lyons & Condon in Cambridge, 2001)-Lyons & Condon in Cambridge, 2001)

Planning IssuesPlanning IssuesPlanning Issues

nBarton and Collins (1993):
“the first and most
significant act of portfolio
preparation is the decision of
the purposes for the
portfolio” (p. 203)

Elements of Portfolio PlanningElements of Portfolio PlanningElements of Portfolio Planning

nnPurposePurpose

nnAudienceAudience

nnProcess (not Product)Process (not Product)

Purpose & Goals for the portfolio
(Determine Content)

Purpose & Goals for the portfolioPurpose & Goals for the portfolio
(Determine Content)(Determine Content)

nnMany purposes:Many purposes:

––LearningLearning

––AssessmentAssessment

––Marketing/ShowcaseMarketing/Showcase
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Learning PortfoliosLearning PortfoliosLearning Portfolios

n “know thyself” = a lifetime of investigation

n self-knowledge as outcome of learning

n portfolio development study (Brown, 2002)
– increased students’ understanding of what, why, and

how they learned throughout their careers

– enhanced their communication and organization
skills

– reinforced the importance of reflection in learning.

Learning PortfoliosLearning PortfoliosLearning Portfolios

nn Support reflection which is central to learningSupport reflection which is central to learning

nnReflectionsReflections
––The Heart and Soul of the PortfolioThe Heart and Soul of the Portfolio

nn An electronic portfolio without reflection is just aAn electronic portfolio without reflection is just a
–– Digital scrapbookDigital scrapbook

–– Fancy electronic resumeFancy electronic resume
–– Multimedia PresentationMultimedia Presentation
–– Personal web sitePersonal web site

Showcase PortfoliosShowcase PortfoliosShowcase Portfolios

nn MarketingMarketing
nn EmploymentEmployment
nn Tell your storyTell your story
nn A primary motivator for manyA primary motivator for many

portfolio developersportfolio developers

Assessment PortfoliosAssessment PortfoliosAssessment Portfolios

nn A major movement in TeacherA major movement in Teacher
Education in U.S.Education in U.S.

nn A major new commercial marketA major new commercial market
nn A primary motivator forA primary motivator for

organizationsorganizations

More later!More later!

Balanced AssessmentBalanced AssessmentBalanced Assessment Types of AssessmentTypes of AssessmentTypes of Assessment

nn Kay Burke(1999) and Robin FogartyKay Burke(1999) and Robin Fogarty
(1998) advocate a balanced approach to(1998) advocate a balanced approach to
assessmentassessment

nn Focus on three components:Focus on three components:
–– Traditional AssessmentTraditional Assessment
–– Performance AssessmentPerformance Assessment
–– Portfolio AssessmentPortfolio Assessment
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Assessment as CelebrationAssessment as CelebrationAssessment as Celebration

nn Celebrating the successes of whatCelebrating the successes of what
wewe’’ve learned through assessmentve learned through assessment

nn Done through documentationDone through documentation

nn Students take charge of their ownStudents take charge of their own
learninglearning

Portfolios support a Culture of
Evidence

Portfolios support a Culture ofPortfolios support a Culture of
EvidenceEvidence

nnEvidence =Evidence =
ArtifactsArtifacts
+ Reflection (Rationale)+ Reflection (Rationale)

+ Validation (Feedback)+ Validation (Feedback)

What is an Electronic Portfolio?What is an Electronic Portfolio?What is an Electronic Portfolio?

nn uses electronic technologies as theuses electronic technologies as the
containercontainer

nn portfolio artifacts in many mediaportfolio artifacts in many media
((audio, video, graphics, textaudio, video, graphics, text))

nn hypertext linkshypertext links to organize the to organize the
materialmaterial

nn andand connectconnect evidenceevidence to outcomes,to outcomes,
goals, or standardsgoals, or standards

(in an assessment portfolio)(in an assessment portfolio)

Electronic Portfolio Decision
Considerations

Electronic Portfolio DecisionElectronic Portfolio Decision
ConsiderationsConsiderations

nn Questions to ask:Questions to ask:
1.1. What is the portfolioWhat is the portfolio’’s purpose?s purpose?
2.2. What technology do you have?What technology do you have?

(and what (and what skillsskills do you have?) do you have?)
3.3. Who is the audience? (and whatWho is the audience? (and what

technology do technology do theythey have?) have?)

Audience
(Determine publishing format)

AudienceAudience
((Determine publishing format)Determine publishing format)

nn Who are the primary audiences for theWho are the primary audiences for the
portfolio?portfolio?
–– StudentStudent

–– ParentParent

–– Teacher/School communityTeacher/School community

–– EmployerEmployer

–– CollegeCollege

What technologies do they have?What technologies do they have?

A Resource on
K-12 Portfolios
A Resource onA Resource on
K-12 PortfoliosK-12 Portfolios

nn By Evangeline HarrisBy Evangeline Harris
StefanakisStefanakis

nn Published byPublished by
HeinemannHeinemann

nn Includes a CD-ROMIncludes a CD-ROM
with examples of studentwith examples of student
portfoliosportfolios
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Assessment for Learning
Continuum

Assessment for LearningAssessment for Learning
ContinuumContinuum

Stefanakis,
Evangeline
(2002) Multiple
Intelligences
and Portfolios.
Portsmouth:
Heinemann,
 p. 136

Assessment for Learning

Learning Accountability

Self Assessment

Informal Feedback

Rubrics

Portfolios

Performance Based

Standardized Tests

Assessment for Learning
Continuum - Enhanced
Assessment for LearningAssessment for Learning
Continuum - EnhancedContinuum - Enhanced

Stefanakis,
Evangeline (2002)
Multiple
Intelligences and
Portfolios.
Portsmouth:
Heinemann, p.
136

Learning Accountability

Self Assessment

Informal Feedback

Rubrics

Portfolios

Performance Based

Standardized Tests

Reflection *

Observation *

Technology to Support:
Self-Assessment

Individual or Organization

Technology to Support:Technology to Support:
Self-AssessmentSelf-Assessment

Individual or OrganizationIndividual or Organization

nnWeblogsWeblogs
nnReflective journalsReflective journals
nnOnline discussionsOnline discussions
nnSelf-report surveysSelf-report surveys

Technology to Support:
Rubric Development

Technology to Support:Technology to Support:
Rubric DevelopmentRubric Development

nn RubiStarRubiStar
http://http://rubistarrubistar.4teachers.org/.4teachers.org/

nn TaskStreamTaskStream
http://www.http://www.taskstreamtaskstream.com.com

Technology to Support:
Portfolio Development
Technology to Support:Technology to Support:
Portfolio DevelopmentPortfolio Development

nnGeneric ToolsGeneric Tools
––““worldwareworldware””

nnCustomized SystemsCustomized Systems
––Online databaseOnline database

Directions in ePortfolio DevelopmentDirections in Directions in eePortfolioPortfolio DevelopmentDevelopment

nn Generic/Common Tools ApproachGeneric/Common Tools Approach
ßßMS Office: Word/Excel/PowerPointMS Office: Word/Excel/PowerPoint
ßßOther tool software or desktop databasesOther tool software or desktop databases
ßß Portable Document Format (Adobe Acrobat)Portable Document Format (Adobe Acrobat)
ßßHTML - Web pagesHTML - Web pages
ßßMultimedia authoring (Director,Multimedia authoring (Director, eZediaeZedia))

nn ++ Low startup and maintenance costsLow startup and maintenance costs
nn —— Ability to aggregate data for assessmentAbility to aggregate data for assessment
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Directions in ePortfolio DevelopmentDirections in Directions in eePortfolioPortfolio DevelopmentDevelopment

nn IT Customized Systems ApproachIT Customized Systems Approach
ßß Online databaseOnline database
ßß Assessment Management SystemsAssessment Management Systems
ßß Examples of commercial companies:Examples of commercial companies: LiveTextLiveText,,

TaskStreamTaskStream,, ePortaroePortaro, Chalk & Wire, Chalk & Wire
ßß Northwestern UniversityNorthwestern University’’ss CollaboratoryCollaboratory

nn —— Server programming/purchase (or student feeServer programming/purchase (or student fee
subscription), maintenance & Internet accesssubscription), maintenance & Internet access
requirementsrequirements

nn ++ Ability to aggregate data for institutional assessmentAbility to aggregate data for institutional assessment

Which approach should you take?Which approach should you take?Which approach should you take?

nn Are you looking for anAre you looking for an

electronic portfolioelectronic portfolio……
nn Or anOr an assessmentassessment

management systemmanagement system??
nnWhatWhat’’s the difference?s the difference?

Along a ContinuumAlong a Continuum

PurposePurposePurpose

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nn Multiple:Multiple:
–– LearningLearning
–– AssessmentAssessment
–– EmploymentEmployment

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nn Single:Single:

–– AssessmentAssessment

Data StructureData StructureData Structure

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nn varies with the toolsvaries with the tools
used to create theused to create the
portfolio; most oftenportfolio; most often
common data formatscommon data formats
(documents often(documents often
converted to HTML,converted to HTML,
PDF)PDF)

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

•• most often uses amost often uses a
relational database torelational database to
record, report datarecord, report data

Primary Type of DataPrimary Type of DataPrimary Type of Data

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nn QualitativeQualitative

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nn QuantitativeQuantitative
andand
QualitativeQualitative

Data StorageData StorageData Storage

nnElectronic PortfolioElectronic Portfolio

nnmultiple options:multiple options:
CD-ROM,CD-ROM,
videotape, DVD,videotape, DVD,
WWW server,WWW server,
LANLAN

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nn LAN or secureLAN or secure
WWW serverWWW server

•Digital Divide Issues
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Technology Skills RequiredTechnology Skills RequiredTechnology Skills Required

nnElectronic PortfolioElectronic Portfolio
nnMediumMedium––>High>High

nnMore advanced skills:More advanced skills:
information designinformation design
through hyper linking,through hyper linking,
digital publishingdigital publishing
strategies, filestrategies, file
managementmanagement

nnAssessmentAssessment
Management SystemManagement System
nnLowLow––>Medium>Medium

nnMinimal skills,Minimal skills,
equivalent to using aequivalent to using a
web browser and addingweb browser and adding
attachments to an e-mailattachments to an e-mail
messagemessage

Technology Skills DemonstratedTechnology Skills DemonstratedTechnology Skills Demonstrated

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nn MediumMedium ––> High> High

nn depending on toolsdepending on tools
used to createused to create
portfolioportfolio

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nn LowLow ––> Medium> Medium

nn depending on thedepending on the
sophistication of thesophistication of the
artifacts added to theartifacts added to the
portfolioportfolio

Control of Design & LinksControl of Design & LinksControl of Design & Links

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nn under control ofunder control of
portfolioportfolio
developerdeveloper

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nn controlled bycontrolled by
databasedatabase
structurestructure

•Hyperlinking reinforces metacognition*
•Design=Individuality*Portland State University

Locus of ControlLocus of ControlLocus of Control

nn ElectronicElectronic
PortfolioPortfolio

nnStudent-Student-
CenteredCentered

nn AssessmentAssessment
ManagementManagement
SystemSystem

nnInstitution-Institution-
CenteredCentered

Electronic Portfolio or Assessment
Management System?

Electronic Portfolio or AssessmentElectronic Portfolio or Assessment
Management System?Management System? Cautions about Portfolio Use

(Lucas, 1992)
Cautions about Portfolio UseCautions about Portfolio Use

(Lucas, 1992)(Lucas, 1992)

1.1. The weakening of effectThe weakening of effect
through careless imitationthrough careless imitation

2.2. The failure of research toThe failure of research to
validate the pedagogyvalidate the pedagogy

3.3. The co-option by large-scaleThe co-option by large-scale
external testing programsexternal testing programs

(Lucas, Catharine. 1992. Introduction: Writing Portfolios - Changes and(Lucas, Catharine. 1992. Introduction: Writing Portfolios - Changes and
Challenges.Challenges. Portfolios in the Writing Classroom: An IntroductionPortfolios in the Writing Classroom: An Introduction, ed. Kathleen, ed. Kathleen
Blake Yancey. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE: 1-11)Blake Yancey. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE: 1-11)
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Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

1.1. "lamination""lamination"
2.2. "heavy lifting""heavy lifting"
3.3. "trivialization""trivialization"
4.4. "perversion""perversion"
5.5. "misrepresentation""misrepresentation"

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

1.1. "lamination""lamination"
- a portfolio becomes- a portfolio becomes
a mere exhibition, aa mere exhibition, a
self-advertisement, toself-advertisement, to
show offshow offShulman, Lee (1998)

"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

2.2. "heavy lifting""heavy lifting" - -
a portfolio donea portfolio done
well is hard work.well is hard work.
Is it worth the extraIs it worth the extra
effort?effort?

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

3.3. "trivialization""trivialization" - -
documenting stuffdocumenting stuff
that isn't worththat isn't worth
reflecting uponreflecting upon

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

4.4. "perversion""perversion" - when used - when used
as a form of high stakesas a form of high stakes
assessmentassessment ““why willwhy will
portfolios be more resistantportfolios be more resistant
to perversion than all otherto perversion than all other
forms of assessment haveforms of assessment have
been?been?””

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

“…“…And if one of the requirementsAnd if one of the requirements …… isis
that you develop a sufficientlythat you develop a sufficiently
objective scoring system [forobjective scoring system [for
portfolios] so you can fairly compareportfolios] so you can fairly compare
people with one another, will yourpeople with one another, will your
scoring system end up objectifyingscoring system end up objectifying
what's in the portfolio to the pointwhat's in the portfolio to the point
where the portfolio will be nothing butwhere the portfolio will be nothing but
a very, very cumbersome multiplea very, very cumbersome multiple
choice test?"choice test?" (p. 35)(p. 35)

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.
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Lee Shulman’s 5 dangers of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5 dangers of5 dangers of
portfoliosportfolios

5.5. "misrepresentation""misrepresentation"
- does "best work"- does "best work"
misrepresent "typicalmisrepresent "typical
work" --  not a truework" --  not a true
picture of competencypicture of competency

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios: A
Theoretical Activity" in
N. Lyons (ed.) With
Portfolio in Hand. (pp.
23-37) New York:
Teachers College Press.

Lee Shulman’s 5  benefits of
portfolios

LeeLee ShulmanShulman’’ss 5  benefits of5  benefits of
portfoliosportfolios

1.1. document longer episodes of teaching anddocument longer episodes of teaching and
learninglearning

2.2. encourage the reconnection between process andencourage the reconnection between process and
product.product.
- very best teaching portfolios contain excerpts- very best teaching portfolios contain excerpts

of student portfolios & highlight the results ofof student portfolios & highlight the results of
teaching that lead to student learning.teaching that lead to student learning.

3.3. institutionalize norms of collaboration,institutionalize norms of collaboration,
reflection, and discussionreflection, and discussion

4.4. a portable residency... introduces structure to thea portable residency... introduces structure to the
field experiencefield experience

5.5. (most important) shifts the agency from an(most important) shifts the agency from an
observer back to the teacher interns...observer back to the teacher interns...

Shulman, Lee (1998)
"Teacher Portfolios:
A Theoretical
Activity" in N. Lyons
(ed.) With Portfolio
in Hand. (pp. 23-37)
New York: Teachers
College Press.

Joanne Carney’s Dilemmas of
Electronic Portfolios

Joanne CarneyJoanne Carney’’s Dilemmas ofs Dilemmas of
Electronic PortfoliosElectronic Portfolios

1.1. Multiple Purpose DilemmaMultiple Purpose Dilemma
2.2. Personal Revelation DilemmaPersonal Revelation Dilemma
3.3. Cognitive Overload DilemmaCognitive Overload Dilemma
4.4. Self-Expression DilemmaSelf-Expression Dilemma
5.5. Dead-End DilemmaDead-End Dilemma
6.6. Data-Aggregation DilemmaData-Aggregation Dilemma

Carney, Joanne (in development) Carney, Joanne (in development) ““Campfires Around Which We Tell Our Stories:Campfires Around Which We Tell Our Stories:
Confronting the Dilemmas of Teacher Portfolios and New TechnologiesConfronting the Dilemmas of Teacher Portfolios and New Technologies””

One final thought about the two
days ahead…

One final thought about the twoOne final thought about the two
days aheaddays ahead……

nnAssessment for LearningAssessment for Learning

nnPortfolios for LearningPortfolios for Learning

My questionsMy questionsMy questions

nn WillWill ePortfoliosePortfolios become another toolbecome another tool
by educational organizations forby educational organizations for
mechanistic forms of high-stakesmechanistic forms of high-stakes
summative assessment?summative assessment?

nn Or will educators recognize thatOr will educators recognize that
ePortfoliosePortfolios are the  best way toare the  best way to
recognize and showcase learning inrecognize and showcase learning in
highly complex self-organizinghighly complex self-organizing
human systemshuman systems

ePortfolios in Complex Self-
Adaptive Systems

ePortfoliosePortfolios in Complex Self-in Complex Self-
Adaptive SystemsAdaptive Systems

ContainerContainerTransformingTransforming
ExchangeExchange

SignificantSignificant
DifferenceDifference

GlendaGlenda EoyangEoyang & Edwin Olson, http://& Edwin Olson, http://complexODcomplexOD.com.com

Conditions for self-organizing systemsConditions for self-organizing systems
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ePortfolios and Activity TheoryePortfoliosePortfolios and Activity Theoryand Activity Theory Activity Theory
Implications for human-computer interaction

Activity TheoryActivity Theory
Implications for human-computer interactionImplications for human-computer interaction

““ToolsTools””-->-->

Where is the revolution?Where is the revolution?Where is the revolution?

nn Learners taking responsibility forLearners taking responsibility for
their own learningtheir own learning

nn Portfolios providing that mirror,Portfolios providing that mirror,
map, and sonnet to celebratemap, and sonnet to celebrate
learning and increase self-esteemlearning and increase self-esteem

nn Portfolios embedded as formativePortfolios embedded as formative
assessment support continuousassessment support continuous
improvement for qualityimprovement for quality

My Final Wish…My Final WishMy Final Wish……

May all yourMay all your
eelectronic portfolioslectronic portfolios
become dynamicbecome dynamic

celebrations of learningcelebrations of learning
across the lifespan.across the lifespan.

Dr. Helen BarrettDr. Helen BarrettDr. Helen Barrett

nnCo-DirectorCo-Director ISTEISTE’’ss
Community & Assessment inCommunity & Assessment in
PT3 Catalyst GrantPT3 Catalyst Grant

nnhbarretthbarrett@@isteiste.org.org
nn http://http://electronicportfolioselectronicportfolios.org/pt3/.org/pt3/

Cautions about Portfolio Use
(Lucas, 1992)

Cautions about Portfolio UseCautions about Portfolio Use
(Lucas, 1992)(Lucas, 1992)

1.1. The weakening of effectThe weakening of effect
through careless imitationthrough careless imitation

2.2. The failure of research toThe failure of research to
validate the pedagogyvalidate the pedagogy

3.3. The co-option by large-scaleThe co-option by large-scale
external testing programsexternal testing programs

(Lucas, Catharine. 1992. Introduction: Writing Portfolios - Changes and(Lucas, Catharine. 1992. Introduction: Writing Portfolios - Changes and
Challenges.Challenges. Portfolios in the Writing Classroom: An IntroductionPortfolios in the Writing Classroom: An Introduction, ed. Kathleen, ed. Kathleen
Blake Yancey. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE: 1-11)Blake Yancey. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE: 1-11)


